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ECONOMICS AND INDUSTRY STANDING COMMITTEE 
Annual Report 2001-02, Tabling 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [10.59 am]:  I present for tabling the third report of the Economics and Industry 
Standing Committee, which is the annual report for 2001-02.  

[See paper No 176.] 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I take the opportunity to make a couple of comments about the work of the committee and the 
role that I hope not only this committee but also others will take as the standing committee process evolves in the 
Legislative Assembly. 

As I indicated, this is the third report of my committee.  I had the pleasure of chairing the committee, which 
comprises my colleagues, the member for Darling Range as Deputy Chair, the members for Collie and Eyre as 
government members and the member for Vasse as the other opposition member.  The committee came together 
with a mixture of experience and enthusiasm for the role and potential of Legislative Assembly standing 
committees.  I do not believe the committee expected, when it first met, that its first task would be the inquiry 
into the Bellevue toxic waste disaster of last year.  That was a surprise to us and it was an enormous task for a 
new committee in this Parliament, indeed in this House, to take on that extraordinary challenge.  I am pleased to 
say that this annual report demonstrates that the committee fulfilled its task better than just adequately; it 
fulfilled it, in fact, very well.  That has been recorded by a number of independent community and industry 
observers.  The committee’s capacity to engage with the community, exemplified by the fact that our first public 
hearing was in the Midland Town Hall, was a critical part of the committee’s development of a work ethic and a 
culture of inquiry. 

It is the role of these committees under our Westminster system of government to act in partnership with the 
Executive, the Administration and the judiciary as part of the trifecta of sharing power within our system of 
democracy.  The fact that the Parliament has provision for a committee of the House to engage directly in formal 
hearings with the community is a significant advance in participatory democracy.  I make that observation in my 
foreword to this annual report for 2001-02 to Parliament. 

I make further observations about the Bellevue inquiry, which consumed the committee’s work in the past year.  
The committee received literally hundreds of submissions and took evidence over a period of nine to 10 months 
from dozens of people, they being administrators in the bureaucracy, academics, industrial scientists, observers, 
proponents of new industrial systems for the management and recycling of industrial toxic waste, community 
members, residents in and around Bellevue, environmental activists and others.  Again, that breadth of 
engagement demonstrates the importance of the Assembly’s standing committees.  It demonstrates at the outset 
that our capacity to establish a culture of engagement with the broader community is a critical path of the work 
of the standing committees of the Assembly. 

In addition to acknowledging the role and contributions of my fellow committee members, I place on the record 
my appreciation for the work of the committee staff.  Melina Newnan and Liz Kerr have been absolutely 
dedicated to the tasks set for them by the committee and I appreciate their efforts.  There has been a rotation of 
senior staff on the committee, as there has been on other committees, and I welcome to the committee a new 
senior research officer, Dr Ray Wills.  We have been fortunate to retain the services of Liz Kerr during that staff 
exchange.  I thank the past staff and welcome the new senior research officer.  I look forward to engaging in the 
work that we have now set ourselves. 

The committee has set itself the task of examining a number of propositions made to it in the final weeks of the 
reporting period of this annual report.  The committee has also identified a range of prospective lines of inquiry 
that were being discussed in the last quarter of the past financial year.  The committee has now begun its task of 
commencing new lines of inquiry and I look forward to reporting on our progress in the coming year.  I 
commend the report to the House. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Darling Range) [11.05 am]:  I am pleased to support the tabling of the third report of the 
Economics and Industry Standing Committee.  As the member for Riverton outlined, the main activity by far of 
the committee in the past 14 months or so was the examination of issues related to the fire at the Bellevue 
hazardous waste site in February last year.  The committee’s deliberations on that matter were both extensive 
and thorough, and were conducted in such a way that allowed ample opportunity for community input into the 
process as well as input from relevant industry members, associations and government agencies.  Although the 
process took a great deal longer than was initially envisaged, it allowed the community to be much better 
informed than had previously been the case about matters related to hazardous waste disposal, both on that site in 
Bellevue and in Western Australia generally.  The committee made 44 findings and 20 recommendations in total 
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in two reports.  Those recommendations to some extent will continue - and have already continued - to bring 
about changes to the management of environmental and public health matters and to the response to hazardous 
emergencies in Western Australia. 

The first report of the committee primarily dealt with the possible health effects of the Bellevue fire.  As 
indicated in the committee’s first report, it was considered unlikely, based on the professional advice we 
received, that any serious, long-term health effects would result from the fire.  Nevertheless, the committee 
recommended that a health register be established.  I note from publicity in local papers in the Bellevue area, 
which also cover my electorate in Darling Range, that much effort is being made by the Department of Health to 
ensure that people are adequately informed about the register that has been established so that they know where 
to get advice if need be.  In that respect, I acknowledge the efforts of the officers of the Department of Health. 

Like the member for Riverton, I acknowledge the contribution of the other members of the committee, being the 
members for Riverton, Eyre, Vasse and Collie, and the staff of the committee, Melina Newnan and Liz Kerr, 
who were present all the time the committee considered the Bellevue fire.  Melina Newnan has now moved to 
the Anti-Corruption Commission Joint Committee.  We welcome Dr Ray Wills, who has moved from the staff of 
that committee to the staff of the Economics and Industry Standing Committee, and look forward to his 
contribution and the continuing contribution of Liz Kerr in our further deliberations.   
 


